Behind the bat {#Sec1}
==============

Bats get bit of a bad rap. They are thought by many to be reservoirs and vectors of numerous deadly viruses, including Ebola, SARS, and Nipah, to name just a few, though it's often unclear how such diseases make the jump into human populations. Yet despite the pathogens they carry, bats themselves don't seem to get sick. Beyond the negatives, bats are the only mammals capable of flight and they have remarkable lifespans given their size. There's a lot to learn from these animals, of which there are over 1200 different species, and a pressing need to understand them better. In a new Technology Feature, reporter Michael Eisenstein talks to the scientists who are delving into the unknowns of bats, combining work in the field and in the lab to figure out the intricacies of their immune system and physiology that make them such unique creatures.
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Policy news {#Sec2}
===========

B. Taylor Bennett and Matthew Bailey from the National Association for Biomedical Research are back with an update on recent policy developments from the USDA. Last December, the agency's Animal Plant and Health Inspection Service issued two Tech Notes concerning daily observations and noncompliance in laboratory animal research facilities. Bennett and Bailey discuss and interpret what the two notes cover and what they mean for members of the biomedical community involved with animal care.
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